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About 

30 percent 
have 
medical 


debt in 
collections 


BY ANDY MARSO 
amarso@kcstar.com 


Every time one of Heidi Hen- 
drix’s four kids has a health 
issue, she has to work out an 
agonizing equation. 

“A lot of times I have to de- 
cide, is it really important 
enough for us to see a doctor?” 
Hendrix said. “Because for us, it 
sometimes comes down to, ‘Do 
I spend $200 for him to see a 
foot doctor or do I use that 
$200 to buy groceries?’ ” 

Hendrix is a stay-at-home 
mom in Independence. Her 
husband is a plumber and the 
family has health insurance 
through him. It’s a union job, so 
the insurance is actually pretty 
good, she said. But with a 
$5,000 deductible, the family 
has had medical bills that it just 
can’t pay all at once and has had 
medical providers turn them 
over to collections agencies. 

The Hendrix family is far 
from alone. A county-by-county 
study published this month by 
the nonprofit Urban Institute 
found that in some parts of the 
Kansas City area, almost one in 
three households has medical 
debt in collections. 

In Jackson County, it’s 29 
percent. In Wyandotte County, 
it’s 31 percent, the highest in the 
metro area. 

That’s thousands of families 
like the Hendrixes that have to 
make tough decisions and entire 
communities with credit scores 
decimated by illness or injury. 

“For our folks it could be the 
difference in whether or not 
they’re able to get a car, an 
apartment or a loan for a new 
home,” said Jerry Jones, the 
executive director of the Com- 
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SHANE KEYSER skeyser@kcstar.com 
Heidi Hendrix, mother of four, 
discussed her family’s medical 
debt at her home in 
Independence. In some areas of 
Kansas City, one in three people 
have medical debt in collection. 
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FAILED DEALS HAD 
LOCAL STOCKS 
FLAGGING IN 2017 


Wheeling and dealing 
figured heavily in the 
fortunes - and misfortunes - 
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‘That cop murdered my 
son over a false report’ 


= 


BO RADER The Wichita Eagle 


Lisa Finch, surrounded by family, reacts to the killing of her son, Andrew Finch, who was shot Thursday evening by police. The shooting 
may have been related to what online gamers have said in multiple Twitter posts was a “swatting” hoax involving two gamers. 


Family: Man shot in ‘swatting’ was unarmed, didn’t play video games 


BY NICHOLE MANNA 
nmanna@wichitaeagle.com 


Blue and red lights flashed 
outside of the McCormick 
Street house just after 6 p.m. 
on Thursday. Curious of what 
was going on - Andrew Finch, 
28, opened the door. 

“I heard my son scream, I 
got up and then I heard a 
shot,” his mother, Lisa Finch, 
said Friday morning. 

Finch and other relatives 
invited reporters into their 
home Friday morning - more 
than 12 hours after Wichita 
police said an officer fatally 
shot a 28-year-old man, who 
was identified by family as 
Andrew “Andy” Finch. 


POLICE SAID AN 
OFFICER RECEIVED 

A CALL THAT THERE 
WAS A HOSTAGE 
SITUATION AND THAT 
SOMEONE HAD BEEN 
SHOT IN THE HEAD. 


“We want Andy’s side of the 
story to be told,” his mother 
said. 

On Thursday, Wichita Depu- 
ty Police Chief Troy Livingston 
said an officer at City Hall 
received a call that there was a 
hostage situation at 1033 W. 
McCormick — and that some- 
one had been shot in the head. 


“That was the information 
we were working off of,” he 
said, explaining that officers 
went to the house ready for a 
hostage situation and they “got 
into position.” 

When Finch opened the 
door, Livingston said he was 
given commands to raise his 
hands. He did for a short per- 
iod of time, then lowered 
them, Livingston said. He was 
asked again to raise his hands. 

“The male then turned to- 
wards the officers on the east 
side of the residence, lowered 
his hands to the waistband 
again, then suddenly pulled 
them back up towards those 
officers at the East,” Living- 
ston said. “The officers on the 
north side of the street feared 


the male pulled a weapon from 
his waistband, retrieved a gun 
and was in the process of 
pointing it at the officers to the 
east. Fearing for those officer’s 
safety, the officer on the north 
side fired one round.” 

Finch said her son, a father 
of two young children, wasn’t 
armed. Livingston also con- 
firmed Finch was unarmed. 

As the Finch family talked to 
reporters, they carefully navi- 
gated their way around their 
foyer, and pointed out a re- 
minder of what happened. 

“There’s where he was 
shot,” Andrew Finch’s aunt, 
Lorrie Hernandez-Caballero, 
said, as she pointed to spots of 
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US might hold back 
$255M from Pakistan 


BY ADAM GOLDMAN, 
MARK LANDLER 
AND ERIC SCHMITT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

When Pakistani forces freed 
a Canadian-American family 
this fall held captive by mil- 
itants, they also captured one 
of the abductors. U.S. officials 
saw a potential windfall: He 
was a member of the Taliban- 
linked Haqqani network who 
could perhaps provide valua- 
ble information about at least 
one other American hostage. 

The Americans demanded 
access to the man, but Paki- 
stani officials rejected those 
requests, the latest disagree- 
ment in the increasingly dys- 


tween the countries. Now, the 
Trump administration is 
strongly considering whether 
to withhold $255 million in aid 
that it had delayed sending to 
Islamabad, according to U.S. 
officials, as a show of dissatis- 
faction with Pakistan’s broad- 
er intransigence toward con- 
fronting the terrorist networks 
that operate there. 

The administration’s in- 
ternal debate over whether to 
deny Pakistan the money is a 
test of whether President 
Donald Trump will deliver on 
his threat to punish Islamabad 
for failing to cooperate on 
counterterrorism operations. 
Relations between the United 
States and Pakistan, long vital 
for both, have chilled steadily 


over the summer that Pakistan 
“gives safe haven to agents of 
chaos, violence and terror.” 

The United States, which 
has provided Pakistan more 
than $33 billion in aid since 
2002, said in August that it 
was withholding the $255 
million until Pakistan did 
more to crack down on in- 
ternal terrorist groups. Senior 
administration officials met 
this month to decide what to 
do about the money, and U.S. 
officials said a final decision 
could be made in the coming 
weeks. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
describe the sensitive dis- 
cussions, did not detail what 
conditions Pakistan would 
have to meet to receive the 
aid. It was not clear how the 
United States found out about 
the militant’s arrest, but a U.S. 
drone had been monitoring 
the kidnappers as they moved 
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JUST ONE PERSON 
SEEKING STATE 
EDUCATION JOB 


It appears that being head 
of education in the state 
of Missouri may not be all 


that attractive a position. 
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